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another presenta�on not to be missed. 

Whilst we look forward to the year ahead with hope 
and a fair amount of op�mism, the strain and toll of 
the Covid pandemic is certainly making it's mark and 
leaving us with pandemic fa�gue. It is with great 
sadness that we hear of Heinz Benecke's recent pass-
ing. Heinz was a dedicated member of WCC for a 
number of years and served on the commi�ee. Our 
deepest condolences to Heidi Benecke and the whole 
family for their tragic loss.  

This month's Chairman's Report also sees the end of 
my tenure as Chairman and my last report for Snap 
magazine. It has been a wonderful experience serving 
the WCC community and I will certainly miss working 
with the rest of the very competent commi�ee. I look 
forward to seeing All your faces at our virtual AGM 
and Annual Awards evening a li�le later this month 
and welcoming in the new commi�ee members who 
will be coming on board.

Stay safe and healthy and happy clicking All.

“Strength in Fellowship.”

By now we are all past our Christmas break and the 
fes�vi�es would have begun to fade. I hope everyone 
had a good break and is into the momentum of the 
new year. Looking back at the beginning of last year 
we were lauding it as 20plenty. It was certainly a year 
of plenty albeit not in a format any of us would have 
asked for. So here is hoping that 2021 is going to be a 
much kinder year to us all. I am a firm believer that 
one's a�tude is really the make or break issue for 
much of our personal happiness and success. I for one 
have entered this year with my glass half full as 
opposed to half empty. 

Once again it looks like we will be having a full year 
ahead. Our compe��on calendar looks to be kicking 
off with the annual Tri Na�ons compe��on.  
Queensland and Stoke Poges have indicated they are 
keen,. We have the DCC / WCC challenge to look 
forward to followed by the Kzn Regional compe��on. 
Following this we prepare for the PSSA Na�onal com-
pe��on and finish off the season with that most fun 
event, the MCC / WCC challenge. So lots on the com-
pe��on front to keep us all busy. 

Please do not forget the salon calendar either for the 
year ahead. There will be another bumper crop of 
salons for you to enter and I encourage you all to enter 
as many as you can.  

As always our AGM and Annual Awards Evening is just 
around the corner. This year we will be following a 
different format as dictated by our status quo with the 
Covid pandemic. We will be hos�ng the event as a 
virtual Zoom presenta�on this year. I look forward to 
seeing all your faces at this year's event as it is proba-
bly going to be our most accessible AGM and AAE we 
have hosted to date. 

By now you will have received your no�ce of the AGM 
and the AGM packs. Please get your proxies, and any 
commi�ee nomina�ons you may have, in asap. 
Remember this is your commi�ee and you have the 
opportunity of elec�ng those members you feel would 
best serve the club. Our guest speakers for the 
evening will be Judy and Bruce Mann. This will be 
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SALON SUBMISSIONS
Anyone may enter a Salon. To find out more on how to do so, go to the 
Photographic Society of South Africa’s website [www.pssa.co.za] or ask 
one of the senior club members. The PSSA Salon Calendar may be 
found in the PSSA section of this months SNAP magazine along with 
other PSSA news.

image entry
Any digital image entered in a section may 
not at any time be re-entered in that or any 
other section or medium for promotional pur-
poses. Previously entered work, either wholly 
or partially, may not be entered without sub-
stantial, content transforming  modifications.

Proof of originality will rest with the author. 
All images contained within the image, must 
be the author’s own work. 

Exceptions: 
Computer manipulated filters, distortions and 
textures. Images may not be manufactured 
using stock material which has previously 
been entered in promotional competitions 
without substantial modification. 
 
Images taken in consecutive frames repre-
senting the same scene or activity will be 
viewed as the same image and can only be 
allowed for submission once for judging. 
  
Due to time constraints only 1 set subject 
photo from each member will be shown and 
judged by the members on the night of sub-
mission.  

When downloading through Photovault the 
first SS image you download will be the quick 
judge image.  If 2 photos are submitted they 
will both be judged the following month as 
normal.

digital submissions
Digital images to be submitted electronically 
via PHOTOVAULTONLINE. 

IMAGE SIZING 
Width: 1920 pixels max
Height: 1080 pixels max
File Size: not exceed 2MB

BORDERS – thin outlines are allowed but 
larger frames are discouraged.

IMAGE NAMES - Authors’ names may 
NOT be added to the digital images when 
submitted. Images to be named with the 
image title only. eg: Beach Sunrise

CLUB BADGES - R50
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date:
time:

venue:
platform:

guest speakers:

10 February
18:30 for 19:00
The comfort and safety of your own home
Zoom

by 5th february
bee.brodie@westvillecameraclub.co.za / 
shirley.gillitt@westvillecameraclub.co.za

�����

������������
�����������������

DINNER: served by yourself
OPEN BAR/FRIDGE: unless you padlocked it

NB: Keep your mic on MUTE while you’re munching please



MEMBERSHIP FEES 2021
Full Membership: R420.00
Pensioners & Students: R250.00
R30 Surcharge for cash deposits

DUE BY: 28th February 2021 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR 2021
Do you have any ideas for Outings, Zoom Workshops, Projects
or anything else that would help our club/members and
yourself? If you have please let us know! We are open to new 
ideas, and know that getting inspiration during the current Covid 
Pandemic requires quite the effort!



10westville camera club

congratulations!

Salon acceptances

Congratula�ons to the following members who have advanced a ra�ng.

STAR MOVERS FOR December

HONOURS AWARDS

1 Star to 2 Star:
 - Marco Dagnolo

Di Wayne  - LPSSA Colour

Willie Henegan - APSSA Colour
   - APSSA Mono

Ciska Venter - FPSSA Colour

Pieter Venter - DPSSA Open
   - DPSSA Mono
   - DPSSA Vers
   - APSSA Colour prints
   - APSSA Mono
   - APSSA Vers
   - EPSSA Cls

SAVAS DIGITAL SALON
         Acceptance              COM       
Karen Fischer   2
Jurgen Huse   1
Andrew Pike   3
Debra Stevenson   2

6TH CENTURIAN CAMERA CLUB NATIONAL SALON - 2020
         Acceptance              COM       
Andrew Pike   2
Kazale�e Pike   4  1
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freepik.com
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Farewell
dear f r iend

HEINZ BENECKE
1968-2021

Heinz was an active member of 
WCC and served on the committee 
for a number of years. Heinz was 
committed to the club and was 
always keen to help out when 
needed. I will always remember his 
quiet sense of humour and quick 
smile.

I remember working with Heinz on a 
number of sports shoots and always 
enjoyed the car trip to and from the 
venue. An easy person to talk to with 
a broad range of interests and 
knowledge. I remember sitting out-
side on our verandah one evening enjoying a few beers and just shooting 
the breeze late into the night. He was looking to help a young lady get 
into photography and was casting around, asking people for equipment 
they may have to help her on her journey.

A generous person and one who was happy to give up his time and 
energy to help others.
You will certainly be missed Heinz, rest in peace.

Ian Damerell

So sad to lose a friend before his allotted time. I admired Heinz’s photography as he 
would go his own way and do his own thing giving us unique images to view.  He was 
always willing to give advice in his area of expertise and helped me on more than one 
occasion in making the correct decision. Was glad to be able to return the favour once 
when he needed to borrow some climbing equipment. Rest in peace good buddy.

Des Porter
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Farewell
dear f r iend

HEINZ BENECKE
1968-2021

We were so shocked and sad-
dened by tbe news of Heinz pass-
ing.

He was a quiet , down to earth 
guy who never said a nasty word 
about anyone. 

When he served on the committee 
he always saw reason and helped 
solve any disagreements with his 
good level-headed ideas and was  
always willing to help.

We shall miss you Heinz, 
go fly with the angels.

Our condolences to his wife Heidi 
and family.

Howard and Shirley

It was with great sadness that I 
learnt of the sudden passing of 
Heinz. 

While I did not work with him on 
the committee, Heinz has was a 
quiet, supportive member who 
would always help when required 
without any hesitation. A truly 
great supporter of the club. 

Our thoughts go to his wife Heidi 
and family in this difficult time. 

He will be missed all who knew 
him.

Geoff Feldon
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Gentle. Kind. Caring... And always time for you.

Helpful. Generous... And a smile that starts in the eyes.

Unasuming. Low key... With a wicked sense of humour.

You’re one of the good guys Heinz. The world is so much poorer for your early 
departure. 

Heidi, may his memory remain strong in your heart.

Farewell Heinz. 

Natascha Robinson

When Heinz and Barry joined the club they were like twins. Never a dull moment from 
witty comments to dry humour. Sadly we had to say farewell to Barry some time back and 
now the devastating news that Heinz had joined him. 

Heinz never pretended. He said it as it was, even when it came to naming images for 
club. I got to know Heinz as a person always willing to help others and will miss our 
chats on Solar and Energy installations, and especially on off-road caravans. 

Heinz, may you rest in peace. Your place at club will be empty but you will remain in our 
memories.

Pieter Venter

Farewell
dear f r iend

HEINZ BENECKE
1968-2021
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Heinz,
He was strong,
He was kind,
He was special, with an excellent 
sense of humour,
He was a good friend,
He was someone to count on and 
someone who would be the first to 
help,
He worked hard,
He loved ice cream, camping and 
photography but most of all he 
loved Heidi.

He will be missed a lot.

Karen Fischer

Farewell
dear f r iend

HEINZ BENECKE
1968-2021
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PHOTO: CONRAD KELSEY

In October 2016 I had the opportunity to 
visit Mexico to attend a conference. The con-
ference was held in the city of Peubla, about 
a 100km from Mexico City. We flew (those 
were the days….) to Houston in the USA and 
then on to Puebla. 

As is normal with a conference – we stayed in 
a big hotel and hardly ventured out – except 
for early morning runs on an aerial running 
track around that part of the City. Apparently, 

it is safer than running on the street – which 
is what we normally do. 

A walking tour of Puebla was included in the 
programme and for this they arranged a 
treasure hunt, which gave us a chance to 
get to know this colourful city, which is also 
a UNESCO World Heritage site. Colour is a 
definite feature of Mexican life.  

The churches were some of the most ornate 
I have visited – all beautifully decorated with 
lots of flowers. The Spanish architecture is 
an interesting mixture. Chapel of the Rosa-
rio – Mexican Baroque at its best. 

At most meals we had the opportunity to 
sample local cuisine – safe to say that Mexi-
can food eaten in Mexico is very different to 
that eaten outside Mexico. 

The handcrafts were beautiful, colourful and 
well made, especially the embroidery and 
the Talavera pottery. 

On the day after the conference we had a 
chance to explore a little and selected to 

MEXICAN CONTRASTS
STORY & PHOTOS BY JUDY MANN
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visit Cholula, about 15km west of Puebla. 
The cover photo was taken at the back of 
the Church of Our Lady of Remedies. 

The church overlooks the little town and 
two distant volcanoes—Popocatepetl and 
Iztaccihuatl– luckily both dormant. 

The town is best known for its archaeology 
as it is host to Mexico’s largest pyramid – 



started in the first century and completed in 8 AD. 
The visitor centre was interesting but exploring the 
ruins of the pyramid was a little disappointing – 
because it is so big only part of it has been excavat-
ed. What was interesting was seeing how centuries of 
victors (starting in 600AD when the city fell to the 
Olmecs (of tequila fame?) have built their ‘structures’ 
on those of the original inhabitants of the land. The 
ancient conquerors, in this case Spanish, were brutal 
and every effort was made to eradicate every trace of 
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the original Aztecs. Hence the position of the 
church – right on top of the ancient pyramid. 

Entrance to the park begins with a walk through a 
400m length of tunnel through the Great Pyra-
mid. This tunnel was amazing and provided a 
glimpse into the sheer scale of the structure – 450 
m and 54m high. To date over 8km of tunnels 
have been excavated. The Pyramid steps are 
steep and give a glimpse into the scale of the 
structure. 

Clearly alcohol featured in ancient Mexican life - 
this is an image of the ‘Mural of the drinkers’ 
found in one of the buildings.  

I loved my week in Mexico, but 
it was far too short a time to 
explore anything in detail. I 
would love to go back for the 
interesting architecture and fas-
cinating history – but not for the 
food!!! 
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WILD COAST GETAWAY
STORY & PHOTOS BY JILL FARRAZ

Every year we usually have a very definite 
plan of whether to spend Christmas or New 
Year on the Wild Coast, in a house that my 
grandfather bought in 1948.   But with Covid 
and all the uncertainty about hotspots and 
closed beaches, no one wanted to travel so 
we couldn't decide what to do!  Finally my 
sister, my mother and myself decided to pack 
up the three cats, two dogs, a mountain of 
luggage and drive to the beautiful Transkei 
for Christmas.  As my brother said "The 
Ferraz travelling circus was alive and well"!

Buying ALL our groceries, packing the car 
with luggage and animals, and then travel-
ling for 6 hours dodging huge potholes, 
killer speed humps and wild drivers who 
seldom obey the rules of the road, often 
made me wonder whether it was all worth it.  
However, once we had unpacked and 
poured ourselves a gin and tonic (tea for my 
Mom), all was well in this small piece of par-
adise.

We had some great weather, and then other 
days when the wind howled and the rain 
poured down but we made the most of every 
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day.  We walked halfway to Mbyoti one day 
and to Ntafufu another day; paddled up the 
river where I saw a variety of beautiful birds 
including a Mangrove Kingfisher and a 
hamerkop nest; swam in the sea that my 
sister says is like swimming in champagne; 
lay on our beds and read, played cards, ate 
lots of seafood, showered in the rain and 
generally had the most idyllic holiday.  

Of course my camera was always with me 
especially as I stalked the swallows nesting 
in the eaves of the house, and the cows on 
the beach.  Hopefully there will be one or 
two to enter in the club this year.
 

We had planned to return on the 30th De-
cember, but when President Ramaposa 
announced the lockdown, we decided to 
stay on.  We eventually returned on the 3rd 
of January after a wonderful timeout from 
Covid, wearing a mask and the general 
stresses of life in lockdown.  

I'm extremely grateful to have had this time 
away and for a brief moment to pretend that 
life was normal - except for the occasional 
police helicopter!

Happy 2021 everyone
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With the set subject for February being RED I thought it would be interesting to look 
at how colours affect us and what they mean.

Colours are used in art, advertising and décor to portray a certain emotion and get 
the viewer to react in a certain way. It is a vast subject and I have just summarised 
the main colours and their properties below.

If we consider the colour wheel, there can be considered 3 major colour ranges. 
RED, BLUE, GREEN (RGB – sound familiar) and YELLOW playing a smaller but also 
major role. There are obviously an almost infinite range of hues of these main 
colours and can be subtly used to shift the viewer one way or another.
                                                           
Each of these have both Positive and Negative connotations but in general the Blues 
and Green are more calming and restful colours while the Reds and Yellows are 
more vibrant and energetic.

Let’s consider each colour range.

BLUE
It is the colour of the mind and essentially soothing. Think of blue seas and skies that 
are soothing to look at, however blue can also be perceived as Cold and unfriendly.

POSITIVES: Intelligence, trust, serenity, reflection, coolness, calm.

NEGATIVES: Cold, aloof, unfriendly.

In photos, blue also appears to be receding and in the background.

by Geoff Feldon



PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT OF COLOUR
SK

IL
LS

 P
AG

ES

23westville camera club

GREEN
Green is very restful and is the colour of balance. Green conveys abundance and little 
danger of famine thus making us feel safe. If incorrectly used however it can convey 
stagnation. 
Positives – Harmony, balance, freshness, restoration, peace.
Negatives – Boredom, stagnation, blandness.
Green also tends to recede and so must be used carefully in photography, particularly 
in portraits and still life.

YELLOW
Yellow is a stimulating colour and has a long 
wavelength which creates an emotional 
reaction and is thus the strongest colour 
psychologically. It will lift your spirits and is 
the colour of confidence and optimism. 
However too much yellow can cause fear 
and anxiety to rise.

POSITIVES: Optimism, confidence, friendli-
ness, creativity.

NEGATIVES: Irrationality, fear, depression, 
anxiety.

Yellow is a colour that comes forward and will tend to show the object as more domi-
nant than Blue or Green. Thus, giving it more of a dynamic feel.
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RED
Being the longest wavelength, RED is arguably the most powerful colour. Maybe that 
is why judges are always saying “there should be someone in a red jacket walking 
down the road”.

It always appears nearer, stimulates us physically and raises the pulse, activating the 
fight or flight impulse. It is the simplest colour that is stimulating and lively but can 
also be perceived as demanding and aggressive.

POSITIVES: Courage, strength, warmth, energy, excitement

NEGATIVES: Defiance, aggression, stain, danger.

As it appears nearer than other colours it will attract attention first and thus must be 
carefully used in photography to ensure that it does not distract from the main sub-
ject of the photo.

The above is just scratching the surface of the psychology of colour and how we 
react to them. When looking at the colours you have or want to include in your 
image consider what effect the colours have and if they are working together with the 
mood, emotion and story you want to convey.

RED – do you want to portray courage, strength, warmth etc or danger, aggression, 
defiance etc.

There is an abundance of literature about colour and it is well worth learning more 
about colours.
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This is the list of Set Subjects (themes) for the Westville Camera Club Monthly Photographic competi-
tion in 2021. Image submission day is always the Monday before the 3rd Wednesday of the month in 
question. i.e the Monday before Judging night. 

Image dimensions are 1920 x 1080 pixels (the width must be either 1920 pixels or the height must be 
1080 pixels or both), sRGB color-space and less than 2mb in file size.

SETSUBJECTS 2021

SS QUICK REFERENCE for 2021
MONTH SUBMISSION DATESET SUBJECT

JAN
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
JUN
JUL
AUG
SEP
OCT
NOV
JAN
FEB

Personal Photo Project - presented as a Triptych
The Power of Red
Crea�ve Macro (non-nature)
Symmetry
Reflec�ons
Curves
Elements: Earth, Wind, Fire, Water
Low Key
Open Road
Serenity
Toy Stories
Urbex/Urban Explora�on
Expressions

18 Jan 2021
15 Feb 2021
15 Mar 2021
19 Apr 2021
17 May 2021
14 Jun 2021
19 Jul 2021
16 Aug 2021
13 Sep 2021
18 Oct 2021
15 Nov 2021
17 Jan 2022
14 Feb 2022

FEBRUARY 2021 - THE POWER OF RED
“Revolutions are ignited by it; the camera loves it and people go to court over it – no other colour has the 
extraordinary appeal of red” - Charlo�e Sinclair
We are hard-wired to red. Red takes no prisoners. It is emphasis itself. It ’s the colour of kings and queens 
and power. It ’s the colour of life and ac�on. It is shame and violence and blushing and rage. It ’s the 
colour of revolu�on, Li�le Red Riding Hood, sports cars and high heels. Your goal is to evoke emo�on 
which is enhanced or portrayed by the colour red.
RULES: Colour only. Manipula�on is allowed.
Submission Deadline: 15 February 2021
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MARCH 2021 - CREATIVE MACRO / CLOSE-UP (non-nature)
Macro Photography is simply photographing small items such as fruit, flowers, jewellery, and small 
household objects, o�en revealing details of the subject not visible with the naked eye. To be considered 
a true macro photograph the subject should be rendered as life-sized or larger than life-sized. This genre 
encourages the photographer to take a closer look and to search harder for minute subject ma�er and 
to make the everyday objects appear extraordinary. However, with this category, we are looking at creat-
ing an ar�s�c image rather than a pure macro. Look for contras�ng or complementary colours for blurred 
backgrounds, interes�ng shapes, texture, and tones to enhance the ar�s�c presenta�on of your images.
RULES: No nature images, although flowers are allowed. Colour or Monochrome. Manipula�on 
allowed. Image must have been taken from the 1st Nov 2020 – 30th April 2021
Submission Deadline: 15 March 2021

APRIL 2021 - SYMMETRY - DCC CHALLENGE DCC CHOICE
Symmetry, (also known as formal balance) is achieved when both sides of the image hold equal weight.  
In photography, symmetry does not need to be a mirror image of two halves, it can appear symmetrical 
if two halves are made of similar elements. 
RULES: This subject is totally open, Digital Manipula�on is allowed BUT does not include photos that 
should be in Nature, Wildlife, Sport or Altered Reality.  All the elements including graphics in the 
image must be the work of the photographer.  However, if graphic elements are included, they should 
enhance the photographic image and not overwhelm the image.  Monochrome images are allowed.
Image must have been taken from the 1st Nov 2020 – 30th April 2021
Submission Deadline: 19 April 2021

MAY 2021 - REFLECTIONS - DCC CHALLENGE WCC CHOICE
Reflec�on photography is a challenging, special type of photography that requires a decent comprehen-
sion of perspec�ve, angles and of course an ar�s�c eye and flair. Reflec�ons can be hard to capture 
because they involve you looking at your perspec�ve differently, or in a less tradi�onal sense than you 
normally would.
So, instead of photographing a tradi�onal scene, why not mix it up a li�le? You have to start by changing 
your perspec�ve – take your shots upside down. You want your viewer to look at the world from a new 
viewpoint.
It will take �me and considera�on to get the perfect shots, but the end results can be extremely reward-
ing. Though reflec�on photographs can be used to add depth and interest; they can also act as a frame, 
for capturing an image within an image – pre�y clever, and ar�s�cally original all at the same �me.
From reflec�ons of trees in lakes, to shots of new buildings with their surroundings reflected within 
them, there are plenty of ways a photographer can shoot and use reflec�ons to their advantage. Unleash 
your imagina�on.
RULES: Colour or mono and manipula�on IS allowed. The images must be taken between the 1st 
November 2020 and 30th September 2021. 
Submission Deadline: 17 May 2021

2021



JUNE 2021 - CURVES
This challenge is about the beau�ful variety of CURVES found all around us if we take the �me to look.  
Curves can be graceful, rhythmic, dynamic, abstract and add energy to an image. We may find the curve 
in the curl of a fern, a petal, or a seashell.  Maybe the curve in the road, a cliff face, a meandering stream 
or even the so� curve of a beau�ful woman. Curves are an important aspect of composi�on.  Curves 
make an image easy to look at by leading the viewer's eye through the image.  The viewer's eyes are com-
pelled to follow the line.  Curves are a good way of deliberately guiding the eye through the shot to a spe-
cific area. Be mindful of anchor points in your image and be careful not to lead the viewer out of the 
image with your curves. Remember to think about where the curve will lead the eye and what, if any-
thing, should be at the end of it.
RULES: Colour or Mono. Manipula�on is NOT allowed.
Submission Deadline: 14 June 2021

SEPTEMBER 2021 - OPEN ROAD
What is an Open road? A road without an end, a road that can be taken to many different des�na�ons. 
People o�en speak about how the open road gives them a feeling of freedom and opportunity. An exam-
ple could be ‘I love ge�ng out on the open road and just driving wherever I want’! Think of the roads you 
have travelled and are yet to take. Perspec�ve will be a big feature of this shot, possibly include some-
thing of interest to add to the story?  
RULES: Colour or Mono. Manipula�on is allowed.
Submission Deadline: 13 September 2021

JULY 2021 - ELEMENTS: EARTH, WIND, FIRE, WATER
Use one or a combina�on of these basic elements of nature to capture their essence and tell a story. It 
can be about the power of the wind or its benefit to mankind, the destruc�on of the earth or its fer�lity, 
the destruc�ve power of fire or its beau�ful warmth, the force of water or its delicacy. 
This is a subject that will really allow your imagina�on to run wild and the op�ons are limitless but story-
telling is essen�al.
RULES: Colour only. Manipula�on is allowed.
Submission Deadline: 19 July 2021

AUGUST 2021 - LOW KEY
Low – key is a term that describes images that are dark and contain only a few highlighted areas.
Ligh�ng is reduced to produce striking contrasts, dark tones, and shadows along with a feeling of mood 
and mystery. It gives a feeling of depth and emo�on. Using only one light source and a dark background 
can achieve this. As a rule of thumb 75% plus of the image should be dark tones.
RULES: Colour or Mono. Manipula�on is allowed.
Submission Deadline: 16 August 2021
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OCTOBER 2021 - SERENITY
Serene images are simple, so�, and balanced. A photo appears serene when it depicts an unclu�ered 
scene and conveys a natural sense of harmony and balance to the viewer. There are various methods you 
can use to create serene images. Use shallow depth of field to create a calm unclu�ered background, 
alterna�vely use a long shu�er speed to smooth out water or clouds. Use similar colours to create har-
mony and serenity. Very o�en black and white images lend themselves to calm and serene se�ngs. 
Another method is to surround your subject with nega�ve space so that it isolates and highlights your 
subject. 
RULES: Colour or Mono. Manipula�on is allowed.
Submission Deadline: 18 October 2021

NOVEMBER 2021 - TOY STORIES
You don’t need to have kids to love photographing toys. They’re simple, versa�le, and rich with crea�ve 
possibili�es. They are great in all seasons, all types of weather, and all kinds of photography. One reason 
why toys are such great subjects are because of their personality. Unlike other objects, toys seem to have 
feelings. In some ways, they are more like people than objects. This emo�onal capacity is especially true 
when the toys have faces, like ac�on figures, Lego people, or stuffed animals. These toys can express 
almost any emo�on, from sadness to pure joy. Though they’re objects, you can pose them like people, 
crea�ng mini stories with each picture.
RULES: Colour or Mono. Manipula�on is allowed.
Submission Deadline: 15 November 2021

JANUARY 2022 - URBEX/URBAN EXPLORATION
Urban explora�on or Urbex for short, is a subfield of architectural photography. It is the art of finding old 
and abandoned buildings, structures, and loca�ons, exploring them, and taking photos as you go. Con-
sider using natural light as much as possible and be mindful of your composi�on and focal points in the 
image. Adding a model or human element can make a drama�c statement. Look for colour contrasts and 
strong tonal ranges in your environment. Consider the mood and look for a strong story in your images. 
Use a tripod and apertures of around f11 for sharp images. Be prepared for long exposures.  Remember 
you are crea�ng ar�stry from decay.  
RULES: Colour or monochrome. Manipula�on is allowed, composite images are not.  
Submission Deadline: 17 January 2022
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FEBRUARY 2022 - EXPRESSIONS
It is said that the face is the window to the soul, communicated via our flee�ng expressions. An under-
standing of this is certainly one of the most important skills to have in people photography.  The human 
face can form over 10,000 expressions. To simplify this daun�ng number, as photographers we need only 
concentrate on capturing 6 basic expressions: happiness, sadness, surprise, fear, anger, or disgust. Fore-
head, eyebrows, eyes, cheeks, and mouths are all essen�al features in the forma�on of expressions. The 
best and most poignant expressions will be candid, spontaneous, and unposed.  For success, be relaxed 
and unobtrusive, learn to an�cipate a genuine expression quickly, and take your shot in �me to capture 
that flee�ng moment. The more you can learn to an�cipate and differen�ate those very subtle differenc-
es, the more you will understand about your subjects, and the be�er you can communicate that with the 
photos you take of them.
RULES: Colour or mono. Subjects must be human. No limit to the number of people in the image. No 
manipula�on allowed.
Submission Deadline: 14 February 2022
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“Today everything exists to end 
    in a photograph.”

- Susan Sontag
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A genre intended to show different spaces within the world, usually vast and unending.

A landscape comprises the visible features of an area and physical elements such as landforms, 
water, living elements of flora and fauna and abstract elements like lightning and weather condi-
tions. 

It could be pure nature or include man and/or beast.

Scapes is a term that covers the depiction of scenery such as mountains, valleys, trees, rivers, 
forests, sea, cities etc., where the main subject is a wide view, with its elements arranged into a 
coherent composition.

Scapes may be natural or man-made. Derived terms include: Cityscape; cloudscape; nightscape;
seascape; snowscape; streetscape; sandscape; urbanscape etc.

A panorama is an image with elongated fields of view, with an aspect ratio of 2:1 or larger, the 
image being at least twice as wide as its height.

PSSA KZN INTERCLUB CHALLENGE 2021

PVO - FOOD CATEGORY CHANGES TO SCAPES CATEGORY:
PVO category will be opened on the 1st November. The Scapes category will then supersede the 
Food category. This falls into the normal monthly submissions of 4 images max.

SCAPES

2021
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FEBRUARY

2021-02-13 Bloemfontein National

2021-02-27 Western Cape Photo Forum Intl

MARCH

2021-03-20 PSSA Up and Coming Competition (19th)

APRIL

2021-04-03 2e Kosmos Nasionaal

2021-04-10 1st Creative Camera Club National

2021-04-17 4th Hibiscus National

2021-04-24 2nd Klerksdorp National

MAY

2021-05-01 7th Tygerberg National

2021-05-08 Durban 100 Year Anniversary National

2021-05-15 5th Vanderbijlpark National

2021-05-22 SASOL Highveld National

UPCOMING SALONS

http://www.pssa.co.za

Follow the link below to the PSSA website for any information regarding the PSSA, 
salons, upcoming local and national photographic events and also to find out 
why it’s a good thing to join the PSSA!
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FEBRUAY 2021

PSSA MONTHLY COMPETITIONS

HOW, AS A PHOTOGRAPHER, HAS THE COVID SITUATION 
AFFECTED YOU?
I was asked this question the other day.   Most of the world is in some form of 
lockdown today but it doesn’t mean that as a photographer we have no way of 
making a difference.   

Our photography clubs all around SA, we can see, are keeping their members 
busy in as many different ways as is possible to inspire them and to keep them 
connected and motivated.  We can see some great food for thought is hap-
pening in the clubs by the work being produced and entered into our competi-
tions and salons and please continue to do this during this unfortunate time all 
around us at the moment

32westville camera club

This month double entries were allowed for clubs who had met in December or 
had during the year forgotten to enter their monthly winners.  We also allowed, 
this time round, double entries into the web site competition which some of our 
members did. 

We need to say again great work being done around SA, the judges continue to 
be inspired and enjoy the privilege of judging them.  

PLEASE KEEP UP THIS GOOD WORK.

SENIOR WINNER 
Kroonstad Fotoklub, Author Heste De Beer – “Springbokvlakte.”
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You will see all the entries on our web site www.pssa.co.za as well as the 
scoresheets for the all the images.   It is great to take a look at the entries 
and see the work being done by the clubs as well as seeing what your club 
or your image scored.  It is motivating, challenging and inspirational for us 
all. Please as well if your Administrator for entries into our monthly competi-
tions changes at your Club, please update this information on Photovault.

OUR MAGAZINES
As we know due to the COVID-19 situation the print-
ing and posting of our Magazines are obviously 
being held up but we are pushing as much as possi-
ble to get these Magazines to you as members and 
we do ask you to please bare with us during this time.  

The content of these Magazines is going to, as 
always, inspire us.  

We will keep you up to date regarding the delivery.

JUNIOR WINNER

Bloemfontein 
Kameraklub, 

Lizette de Coning – 
“Cheetah”

WEB SITE WINNER

Bethal Fotografie 
Klub

Leon Venter – 
“Pin Point Accuracy”
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MEDALS, BADGES & CERTIFICATES FROM PSSA

CLUB NEWSLETTERS

YOUTH PROGRAMME OVERVIEW FOR 2021
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Unfortunately also with COVID-19 and lockdown, the posting of the various 
awards is also being held up.  PSSA is doing its best to get them to you all 
ASAP

Lots of salons, competitions and very interest-
ing information is now on our web site for the 
Youth. Follow this link and get involved!  Please 
encourage all the Youth at schools and in clubs 
to participate.

WHAT IS ON FOR THE YOUTH?

- Annual PSSA Youth Division Salon
- Certificates of Excellence (COE’s)
- 19th Up-and-Coming Competition
- PSA Youth Showcase
- Culture @ Kearsney Photo Competition
- PSSA Youth Monthly Website Competition

Our webmaster publishes club newsletters/magazines on the website every 
month. A lot of effort goes into these newsletters by the various editors, so 
click on them under CLUBS/Club News/Region menu or find them under 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED on the home page of our website when they get 
published.
 
Club newsletters can be read online or they can be downloaded.  Most of 
them are in pdf format and some are available electronically, like this one 
from Cape Town Photographic Society. Remember to enlarge the electronic 
magazine to full screen for an easy read!
 
You will be surprised at all the information these newsletters provide.  They 
can also serve as triggers for outings and activities in your own club!
 
To have your club’s newsletter published on the website monthly, just send 
your complete newsletter in pdf format to our webmaster or if you publish 
your newsletter on a website in electronic format already, you can just send 
the link.
 
Also keep the annual Club Newsletter/Magazine competition in mind.
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SALON MEDAL WINNERS

FINAL WORDS...
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Did you know that if you win a club or PSSA medal in a Club Salon the medal 
winners are published on the PSSA web site?  

It is published on the PSSA home page as well as on the specific Salon page.
Just scroll down towards the bottom end of the PSSA home page where you 
will always find the medal winners of the last three or four salons, the latest 
results always being top of the list.
Or 
Also on the web site, under the SALONS menu, click on Salons & Results you 
will find the medal winners on that particular salon’s page.  The last set of 
results that was published, was for the Brandpunt Salon. Just click on the 
Brandpunt Salon to see the medal winners. Click on the images to run a slide-
show or to enlarge them.  It remains on that page forever. 

Lots of important information this month to take in and absorb, thank you to all 
who contributed this month with the PSSA Newsletter.

We have sadly lost photographers during this pandemic, some of them mem-
bers of PSSA – we acknowledge, admire and appreciate their contributions to 
our organization. We will remember them for their fantastic work.  THANK YOU.
 
KEEP SAFE AND WELL BUT DO KEEP INSPIRING US WITH YOUR PHOTOGRA-
PHY, THRU YOUR CLUBS, SALONS AND ALL THE COMPETITIONS.
 
Till next month.
 
EVELYN
PRO

PHOTOGRAPHS TO UPLIFT
Every now and again we need random reasons to 
smile and appreciate and photographs can be of 
so much help in this. We as photographers have 
the power to brighten up someone’s day.

(Image by Bruce Bennet from Getty Images “Giving 
back to the Community”)

USE YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS TO DOCUMENT THE EXPERI-
ENCE

We should leave the serious stuff to the photojournalists to 
avoid being an added transmitter of the virus, but within the 
bounds of what our community allows, what we feel com-
fortable with, we should document the experience not just 
for ours but for future generations.   It is not every day that 
you would see the usually busy streets empty or the heavily 
polluted cities clear.   If your home offers a unique perspec-
tive of the experience it may very well be worth capturing.
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HOW I GOT THE SHOT

This shot was taken in a studio on a white infinity board. I was si�ng on the ground to accentuate the 
height of this ballerinas jump.  I used few LED con�nuous lights which weren’t of the best quality and 
kept flickering. As a result, the white background became a dingy grey in my photos, so I decided to cut 
her out and place on one of my backgrounds. Once cut out, I saved it as a PSD.

I used a few of my own backgrounds, mostly different skies and smoke which I blended, blurred (Filter 
-Blur-Gaussian Blur), and changed colours in photoshop (image – adjustments - hue satura�on). With 
each ac�on I do it on a layer and reduce opacity and or make a mask and rub out where I don’t want 
certain parts of the background. It takes many hours of fiddling on photoshop but having fun at the 
same �me.

When done don’t forget to add some shadows to make it more realis�c.

by SHIRLEY GILLITT

BALLET JUMP

BEFORE

BACKGROUND

EQUIPMENT:
Camera:  1DX
Lens:        24-70

SETTINGS:
ISO - 320
Shutter Speed - 1/500 sec
Aperture - F3.5
Evaluative Metering
The camera was set on Continuous 
high speed with AI Servo.
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ian.damerell@westvillecameraclub.co.za
084 510 3890

Chairman

“THE DON”
Ian Damerell

1.
vice.chairman@westvillecameraclub.co.za

082 464 3221

Vice-Chairman

“KINGPIN”
Geoff Feldon

2.

conrad.kelsey@westvillecameraclub.co.za
083 570 0217

Entry Steward

“KNUCKLES”
Conrad Kelsey

4.

malcolm.reeves@westvillecameraclub.co.za
083 309 0585

Workshop Steward

“SNAKE-EYES”
Malcolm Reeves

3.
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(Active Members only)
www.facebook.com/groups/9611149381/

FacebookGeneral Info
info@westvillecameraclub.co.za

Meetings
18h30 for 19h00

2nd & 3rd Wednesday of the Month

jen.adam@westvillecameraclub.co.za
072 568 6802

Outing Steward

“PINSTRIPES”
Jen Adam

7.

shirley.gillitt@westvillecameraclub.co.za
083 661 2746

Treasurer

“BANKER”
Shirley Gillitt

5.

karen.fischer@westvillecameraclub.co.za
084 707 9090

Webmaster & Membership

“COUGAR”
Karen Fischer

6.
bee.brodie@westvillecameraclub.co.za

072 426 5656

Secretary

“TRIGGER”
Bee Brodie

8. natascha.robinson@
westvillecameraclub.co.za

079 220 8699

Editor

“SNAPPY”
Natascha Robinson

9.


